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NOVEMBER 1st PROGRAM

Migration: A Timeless Wonder

From hummingbirds to
shorebirds, most of the
birds we see are migratory.
For eons, this behavior has
been a subject of wonder for
the observant naturalist –
why do birds migrate, where
do they go, how do they get
there, and how can they find
their way? Our November
program will feature Homer
Hansen, sharing some of the
answers to these questions,
Homer Hansen of Willcox, as well as the fascinating
AZ is the guest speaker at natural histor y of our
the November 1st program. migratory birds. Join us for
the program on November 1 at 7 PM in Harlan Hall room
219, on the WNMU campus at 12th and Alabama.
Homer Hansen grew up in Willcox, Arizona surrounded
by Sandhill Cranes in winter and Cassin’s Sparrows in
summer. Homer has a passion for sharing bird watching
with others and instructs workshops on sparrows, raptors,
flycatchers, warblers, birding by ear, and bird ecology. He
earned his B.S. in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology from
the University of Arizona and is now president and owner
of Aplomado Environmental LLC www.aplomado.com
providing services that identify, characterize, and remove
contaminants from soil and groundwater.
He is also a regular presenter and trip leader for birding
festivals and ornithological conferences and is a cofounder of the Sulphur Springs Valley Young Birders Club
and the annual Arizona Young Birders Camp. Homer
served as chairman of the Wings Over Willcox Birding &
Nature Festival for 17 years. He is a life member of Cooper
Ornithological Society, Wilson Ornithological Society, and
Western Field Ornithologists (WFO), and currently serves
on the WFO board as chairman of the Student Programs
Committee.
The program is free and open to the public. Light
refreshments follow. For additional information, send an
email to swnmaudubon@gmail.com.

DECEMBER 6th PROGRAM

From the Guajira
Península to Otún
Quimbaya: Birding the
Colombian Andes
With an estimated 1,935 species of
birds, Colombia boasts the world’s
richest avifauna. Nearly 20% of the
world’s bird species occur there,
many of which are unique to that
country. Join us for a program
by Lynn Haugen and Julian Lee on
December 6th at 7pm in WNMU’s
Harlan Hall, room 219, at 12th and
Long-tailed Sylph.
Alabama Street.
Their search for birds took them to the rain forests and
cloud forests of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, an
isolated mountain range in the north of the country. It
includes the two highest mountains in Colombia: Pico
Cristóbal Colón, 18,950’, and Pico Simón Bolívar, 18,497’,
and is home to numerous endemic birds. In contrast to the
wet slopes of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, the
nearby Guajira Península is a harsh desert land of extreme
aridity. Yet it, too, supports many endemic and nearendemic birds.
Farther to the south, they spent several days in the
Cordillera Central of the Andes, including the cloud forest
site of Otún Quimbaya. At Parque Nacional Los Nevados
they searched Páramo habitats (alpine tundra) on the
flanks of Volcán Nevado del Ruiz, elevation 17,457’, a
volcano that erupted in 1985, killing an estimated 25,000
people.
Lynn Haugengrew up in La Canada-Flintridge, near
the base of the San Gabriel Mountains in southern
California. She received Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
in biology from California State University, Northridge,
and her Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma. Her
doctoral dissertation, conducted over a period of two
years in a remote sector of the Amazon rainforest of
Peru, explored the reproductive biology of a littleknown species of frog. Dr. Haugen is a professor in the
Continued on P-4. See Birding the Colombian Andes

Pollinator Mural Underway

Diana Ingalls-Leyba talks to the art students about color
theory as they discuss the colors of the climate stripes in
the border of the mural.

The painting of a pollinator mural by Mimbres Region
Arts Council Youth Mural Program has begun on the
Texas Street side of the Silver City Trading Company in
downtown Silver City. The theme of the mural is “Plants,
Pollinators and Climate Change.” SWNMA proposed the
project, and along with several other sponsors, is
providing the funding.
The Aldo Leopold High School art class, taught by
Alison Phillips, conceived the design for the mural.
Members of the sponsoring organizations met with
students on August 28th to give input on the theme.
Original photographs by Elroy Limmer are being used,
in large part, for inspiration and design. Mimbreño
designs are also being incorporated to bridge the past
with the present. The border of the mural consists of
colorful blue to red stripes depicting changes in global

temperature over the last 100 years. Notable quotes
about climate change will also be added.
In addition to SWNMA, the sponsors of the mural
include Town and Country Garden Club, National
Audubon Society’s Coleman and Susan Burke Center for
Native Plants, Gila Native Plant Society, SWNMA
member Linda Gerritson, Grant County Archaeological
Society, Lineberry Foundation, Comcast, and the Grant
County Beekeepers.
Dedication of the mural is scheduled for Oct. 26th at
1:00. The support from National Audubon is based on a
highly competitive grant that SWNMA received. We
were awarded $4500 to help fund the mural and have a
native plant giveaway, in the same vein as the one we
had in 2018 for Earth Day. Over 250 trees, shrubs,
perennials and grasses will be given out to the general
public at the dedication.

Birds and Brews Takes a Break
After six years, Birds and Brews will be taking a break. The
popular program, held in the back room of the Little Toad
Creek Brewery, has offered 10 programs a year on the fourth
Thursday of the month. However, the founders and organizers,
Sara Boyett and Terry Timme, are leaving Silver City.
Therefore, the SWNMA Board has decided to suspend
programs in order to rethink how it might continue.
However, if you are interested in assuming the organizational
duties, please contact swnmaudubon@gmail.com

After projecting the design on the side of the building, students began painting the 20’ high x 40’ wide mural, depicted here Oct 9.

Biennial Election Held at September Picnic

On a Friday afternoon on September
6th, 38 members of SWNMA gathered
at the Little Walnut, Gomez Peak,
Group use area for the annual meeting
picnic. As always we were treated to a
banquet of main dishes, interesting
salads and scrumptious desserts.
Following the meal a short business
meeting was held to oﬃcially elect the
nominations for the Board of Directors.
A nominating committee consisting of
Lisa Fields, Elroy Limmer and Terry
Timme proposed a slate of nominees
which was elected by acclimation.
Members of SWNMA had a picnic and potluck on Sept 6. A business
Your board of directors for the next
meeting was also held to elect members of the Board of Directors.
two years will be:
Lisa Fields, Vice President
Rachelle Bergmann, Secretary
Christmas Bird Count Compiler Needed
Denise Smith, Treasurer/Membership
The annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC) for Silver City
Susan Slade, Member-at-large
needs a new compiler. Roland Shook will not be
Vynce Bourne, Member-at-large
continuing in that role this year, so if no one steps up to
The position of President will be vacant after the take over, the Silver City CBC will be cancelled after a
December departure of Terry Timme.
A big thank you was extended to departing members 62-year history.
The CBC can be held any day between Dec 14 and Jan
Elroy Limmer, Jackie Blurton and Allison Boyd for their
5.
The compiler sets the date and assigns the routes for
previous service on the Board.
Other Board members are appointed by the Board and the count. The routes for the Silver City count are well
are listed in the Directors Box. All chapter members are established and consist of various areas within a 15 mile
welcome and encouraged to attend Board meetings, diameter circle centered on the golf course. Previous
which are held on the first Wednesday of the month at participants will also be available this year for their
3:30 at First Savings Bank at 11th & Hudson, Silver City.
usual routes. When someone volunteers to be the
compiler and sets the date, a request will be sent out for
volunteer participants.
SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO
The results of the CBC are tabulated by the compiler
AUDUBON SOCIETY
and submitted to National Audubon Society by Feb.
Directors 2019 – 2021
15th. There are abundant resources to help the compiler
PRESIDENT EDUCATION
at https://www.audubon.org/christmas-bird-countOpen Open
compiler-resources#06.
swnmaudubon.org
FIELD TRIPS
The New Mexico CBC state coordinator, Christopher
VICE PRESIDENT Vynce Bourne
Rustay,
is an invaluable resource and extremely helpful
Lisa Fields vynceb@gmail.com
lafields@powerc.net
to the local compiler.
PROGRAMS
The CBC is the world’s longest running community
SECRETARY Megan Ruehmann
Rachelle Bergmann megan.ruehmann@gmail.com
science survey. It was started in 1900 with the idea of
rachbergmann@yahoo.com
going out on Christmas Day to count birds rather than
PUBLICATIONS
TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP Patricia Taber
shoot them, as had been the custom. It has generated
Denise Smith ptaber@live.com
important data used in over 300 scientific articles. Most
denisesmith09@gmail.com
RAVENS DISTRIBUTION
importantly, it provided data for the Audubon Birds and
AT–LARGE MEMBERS Nancy Evey
Climate Change Study first published in 2014, which
Vynce Bourne
vynceb@gmail.com WEBMASTER
indicated that nearly half of the bird species in the US
Teri Matelson
could be endangered or extinct due to climate change
Susan Slade t@tmatelson.com
sladeranch@gmail.com
by 2080.
GILA NATIVE PLANT
SWNMA really needs the help of a CBC compiler and
CONSERVATION SOCIETY LIAISON
Lisa Fields Don Graves
is hoping that someone will step up to keep this
Ken Sexton wdgraves@frontier.com
valuable citizen science project ongoing.

What is FeederWatch?

White-breasted Nuthatch by Errol Taskin
http://feederwatch.org
From Cornell Lab: Join Project FeederWatch for its
upcoming November to April season—you'll have
fun watching birds while you help us stay on top of
long-term population numbers.
Project FeederWatch turns your love of feeding
birds into scientific discoveries. FeederWatch is a
winter-long (November-April) survey of birds that
visit feeders at backyards , nature centers ,
community areas, and other locales in North
America. Participants periodically count the birds
they see at their feeders and send their counts to
Project FeederWatch. Your bird counts help you
keep track of what is happening in your own
backyard and help scientists track long-term
trends in bird distribution and abundance.
With FeederWatch, your observations become part
of something bigger. Anyone interested in birds can
participate. FeederWatch is conducted by people of
all skill levels and backgrounds, including children,
families, individuals, classrooms, retired persons,
youth groups, nature centers, and bird clubs. You
can count birds as often as every week, or as
infrequently as you like: the schedule is completely
flexible. All you need is a bird feeder, bird bath, or
plantings that attract birds.
New participants are sent a Research Kit with
complete instructions for participating, as well as a
bird identification poster, calendar, and more. You
provide the feeder(s) and seed. Then each fall
participants receive our 16-page, year-end report,
Winter Bird Highlights. Participants also receive
access to the digital version of Living Bird, the
Cornell Lab’s award-winning quarterly magazine.
Project FeederWatch is supported almost entirely
by its participants. The annual participation fee is
$18 for U.S. residents ($15 for Cornell Lab
members). https://feederwatch.org/join-or-renew/

Birding the Colombian Andes
Continued from Page 1
Department of Natural Sciences at Western New
Mexico University.
Julian Lee grew up in Bloomington, Indiana and San
Francisco, California. He studied biology at the UC
Davis, took a Master’s at San Diego State, and his Ph.D.
at the University of Kansas. During his undergraduate
years he was a seasonal employee with the U.S. Forest
Service working on a Hot Shot crew in southern
California. Dr. Lee taught biology at the University of
Miami for thirty years and is the author of two books
on the amphibians and reptiles of the Yucatan
Peninsula, both published by Cornell University Press.
The program is free and open to the public. Light
refreshments follow. For additional information, send
an email to swnmaudubon@gmail.com
________________________________________________

KIRTLAND'S WARBLER DE-LISTING
Here, is a positive Endangered Species story, a success
story involving a highly threatened migratory songbird,
the Kirtland's Warbler. If anything, this is proof that
when the FWS can document that a population of a
species is healthy and exists in adequate numbers,
delisting should not be onerous.
Kirtland's Warbler nests almost exclusively in central
Michigan in young jack-pine forests that are about 80
acres or larger in size, and include a multitude of small,
grassy openings. The impact of habitat reduction and
Brown-headed Cowbird parasitism originally led the
FWS to list the Kirtland's Warbler when the Endangered
Species Act was passed into law in 1973. In actuality, the
estimated population had already plummeted to about
400 birds in 1971.
The goal of the conservation plan between the FWS
and the state of Michigan's Department of Natural
Resources was to eventually reach 1,000 pairs of nesting
warblers per year, but that number has now been
surpassed. Currently, about 2,000 pairs of this species
highlight the success of this species' recovery. The future
of the Kirtland's Warbler still will depend on continued
and regular hands-on management. Indeed, while the
species awaits a de-listing, the FWS says that without
continued human involvement, the birds' numbers
would once again plunge. A specific designation –
conservation reliant – indicates as much.
Fortunately, the forces behind the Kirtland's recovery
insist that the ESA works and that the Kirtland's Warbler
federal/state and public/private model can serve as an
example to help other fragile species.
Birding Community E-bulletin. www.refugeassociation.org/
birding-community-e-bulletin

7 Simple Actions to Help Birds
1. MAKE WINDOWS SAFER, DAY AND NIGHT
The challenge: Up to 1 billion birds are estimated to die
each year after hitting windows in the United States and
Canada. These simple steps save birds: On the outside
of the window, install screens or break up reflections—
using film, paint, or Acopian BirdSavers or other string
spaced no more than two inches high or four inches wide.
(https://abcbirds.org/article/new-window-tape-cansignificantly-reduce-bird-collisions-at-homes/
2. KEEP CATS INDOORS
The challenge: Cats are estimated to kill more than
2.6 billion birds annually in the U.S. and Canada. This
is the #1 human-caused reason for the loss of birds,
aside from habitat loss. A solution that’s good for
cats and birds: Save birds and keep cats healthy by
keeping cats indoors or creating an outdoor “catio.”
You can also train your cat to walk on a leash.
3. REDUCE LAWN, PLANT NATIVES
The challenge: Birds have fewer places to safely rest
during migration and to raise their young: More than
10 million acres of land in the United States were
converted to developed land from 1982 to 1997. The
cause: Lawns and pavement don’t oﬀer enough food
or shelter for many birds and other wildlife. With
more than 40 million acres of lawn in the U.S. alone,
there’s huge potential to support wildlife by replacing
lawns with native plantings. Add native plants, watch
birds come in: Native plants add interest and beauty
to your yard and neighborhood, and provide shelter
and nesting areas for birds. The nectar, seeds, berries,
and insects will sustain birds and diverse wildlife.
4. AVOID PESTICIDES
The challenge: More than 1 billion pounds of
pesticides are applied in the United States each year.
The continent’s most widely used insecticides, called
neonicotinoids or “neonics,” are lethal to birds and to
the insects that birds consume. Common weed killers
used around homes, such as 2, 4-D and glyphosate
(used in Roundup), can be toxic to wildlife, and
glyphosate has been declared a probable human
carcinogen. The cause: Pesticides that are toxic to
birds can harm them directly through contact, or if
they eat contaminated seeds or prey. Pesticides can
also harm birds indirectly by reducing the number of
available insects, which birds need to survive. A
healthy choice for you, your family, and birds:
Consider purchasing organic food. Nearly 70% of
produce sold in the U.S. contains pesticides. Reduce
pesticides around your home and garden.
5. DRINK COFFEE THAT’S GOOD FOR BIRDS
The challenge: Three-quarters of the world’s coﬀee
farms grow their plants in the sun, destroying forests

that birds and other wildlife need for food and
shelter. Sun-grown coﬀee also often requires using
environmentally harmful pesticides and fertilizers.
On the other hand, shade-grown coﬀee preserves a
forest canopy that helps migratory birds survive the
winter. The cause: Too few consumers are aware of
the problems of sun coﬀee. Those who are aware may
be reluctant to pay more for environmentally
sustainable coﬀee. Enjoy shade-grown coﬀee: It’s a
win-win-win: it’s delicious, economically beneficial
to coﬀee farmers, and helps more than 42 species of
North American migratory songbirds that winter in
coﬀee plantations, including orioles, warblers, and
thrushes.
6. PROTECT OUR PLANET FROM PLASTIC
The challenge: It’s estimated that 4,900 million metric
tons of plastic have accumulated in landfills and in our
environment worldwide, polluting our oceans and
harming wildlife such as seabirds, whales, and turtles
that mistakenly eat plastic, or become entangled in it.
The cause: Plastic takes more than 400 years to degrade,
and 91% of plastics created are not recycled. Studies
show that at least 80 seabird species ingest plastic,
mistaking it for food. Cigarette lighters, toothbrushes,
and other trash have been found in the stomachs of dead
albatrosses. Reduce your plastics: Avoid single-use
plastics including bags, bottles, wraps, and disposable
utensils. It’s far better to choose reusable items, but if
you do have disposable plastic, be sure to recycle it.
Take it further: Advocate for bans of plastic bags,
styrofoam, and straws. Encourage stores to offer
incentives for reusable bags, and ask restaurants and
other businesses to phase out single-use plastics.
7. WATCH BIRDS, SHARE WHAT YOU SEE
The challenge: The world’s most abundant bird, the
Passenger Pigeon, went extinct, and people didn’t realize
how quickly it was vanishing until it was too late.
Monitoring birds is essential to help protect them, but
tracking the health of the world’s 10,000 bird species is
an immense challenge.
The cause: To understand how birds are faring, scientists
need hundreds of thousands of people to report what
they’re seeing in backyards, neighborhoods, and wild
places around the world. Without this information,
scientists will not have enough timely data to show
where and when birds are declining around the world.
Enjoy birds while helping science and conservation:
Join a project such as eBird, Project FeederWatch, a
Christmas Bird Count, or a Breeding Bird Survey to
record your bird observations. Your contributions will
provide valuable information to show where birds are
thriving—and where they need our help.
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology

