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Native Fish of New Mexico

Eileen Henry with Gila trout.
The southwest is home to a unique group of endemic fish.
This arid and sometimes harsh environment has made the
fish community that survives here one-of-a-kind. Water is
a scarce resource in the region which has made water
quality and quantity appropriate indicators of
environmental health. Native fish often reflect these
conditions by the size and health of their populations. In
the February program, we will discuss the issues that
native New Mexican fish face and what management
efforts are being done to conserve this special resource.
Eileen Henry, a knowledgeable fisheries technician for the
United States Forest Service, will be discussing this topic
and answering questions about why it is important to
preserve and restore native fishes throughout this everchanging environment.
Eileen Henry grew up in southern New Mexico and
received a Bachelor in Agricultural Science in Fisheries
and Wildlife at New Mexico State University in Las
Cruces, NM. After her undergraduate education she went
on to pursue fisheries conservation work throughout the
state of New Mexico. Her experience ranges from land
management agencies to private environmental

8th Natural History of the Gila
Symposium February 27–29, 2020
Organizers are pleased to announce the 8th Natural
History of the Gila Symposium (NHGS) will take place on
Feb. 27-29 on the campus of Western New Mexico
University in Silver City, NM. This event will feature
concurrent sessions on scientific research, natural resource
management, education and policy focused on the “Gila
Region” of southwest NM and southeast AZ, on Thursday
afternoon and all day Friday, a "Creative Voice" session on
Thursday night, and Saturday morning field trips.
We encourage you to consider giving a presentation at the
symposium. On-line proposal submission is now live at
http://gilasymposium.org and the deadline is Monday,
January 20th. For more information, symposium details are
available on website.
The Natural History of the Gila Symposium’s mission is to
provide a venue for researchers, land managers,
conservationists, and educators to meet and share
information and ideas gathered from the Gila Region
including watersheds and neighboring areas extending into
southwestern New Mexico, southeastern Arizona and
Mexico. Partners for this symposium include: United States
Forest Service, Western Institute of Lifelong Learning,
Bureau of Land Management, Native Plant Society of New
Mexico (Gila Chapter), the Audubon Society
(Southwestern New Mexico Chapter), New Mexico State
University, and Western New Mexico University. Gila
National Forest Service funding allows everyone to attend
the Natural History of the Gila Symposium free of charge.
For information contact Dr. William Norris at
norrisw@wnmu.edu
companies and she has now landed in Silver City, NM
working for the Gila National Forest. She was born and
raised in New Mexico and grew up enjoying the outdoor
lifestyle with her family. Her enjoyment of nature and
passion for conservation is reflected in her work. She is
dedicated to the conservation of our natural resources for
future generations and hopes to make a difference every
step along her way.
All are welcome to enjoy light refreshments after the
program at Harlan Hall, WNMU campus.

Plants, Pollinators and Climate Change Mural
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26th,

On October
a Dedication Day was held to
celebrate the creation of this stunning mural on
the north side of the Antique Mall on Texas Street
in Silver City. The mural depicts local species of
pollinators, including Mimbreño images, and
features notable quotes about climate change,
including one by Greta Thunberg. The stripes in
the border represent average global temperature
from 1850-2018. The mural was created by the
Mimbres Region Arts Council Youth Mural
Program under the direction of Diana IngallsLeyba, with input from the involved groups.
The design concept and funding for the project
were a collaborative eﬀort of Southwestern New
Mexico Audubon, the Gila Native Plant Society,
Grant County Beekeepers, Town and Country
Garden Club, Grant County Archaeological
Society and generous individuals. The dedication
day included a native plant giveaway of 292 plants
to promote native pollinator habitat. The native
plant giveaway was funded by an Audubon Burke
Grant obtained by SWNMAS.
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MAKE YOUR VOICE COUNT!

SWNMAS at Holloman Draft EIS
Over 500 citizens attended the U.S. Air Force’s Public
Hearing on December 4 about the Holloman Draft
Environmental Impact Statement regarding expansion
of Military Airspace. The proposed airspace expansion
is initially for 10,000 additional F-16 training flight
sorties, and one of the areas under consideration would
bring these sorties over the Gila National Forest and
Wilderness Areas.
Eighty people provided public comment, many on
behalf of local organizations, including local
government oﬃcials. Lisa Fields, SWNMA Vice
President spoke on behalf of SWNMA and submitted a
more-in depth written commentary. In an unusual and
heartening display of public unity about this critical
issue, no one spoke in favor of F-16 training flights over
our region.
The environmental, quality of life and economic
impacts of concern are extensive and potentially severe.
An excellent source of information that can help
you prepare substantive commentar y is:
peacefulgilaskies.com.
Please add your voice! Public comments are
accepted until January 31st You can comment as often
as you wish, and submit your comments through either
peacefulgilaskies.com or hollomanafbairspaceeis.com

Sabinoso Wilderness Expansion
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Acres for
America Program announced in early November that
it's given a grant to support expansion of the Sabinoso
Wilderness in northeastern New Mexico.
The New Mexico Wildlife Federation has worked this
year to gather support from local governments and
conservation groups for the expansion.
The Trust for Public Land plans to donate the 8,914acre Cañon Ciruela parcel to the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management so it can be added to the neighboring
Sabinoso Wilderness. The area lies within San Miguel
County, between Las Vegas and Mosquero.
MThe existing 16,000-acre Sabinoso Wilderness
contains prime wildlife habitat. The area had been
wholly surrounded by non-federal land and was
inaccessible to the public until 2017, when the federal
government accepted the donation of a 3,600-acre
ranch that provided access.
Sportsmen, recreation groups, local residents, and
small business owners support continuing to expand
the Sabinoso Wilderness, saying the move would be a
major economic opportunity for Las Vegas and the
surrounding communities.

Watch Baby Albatross
Grow Up on Live Camera
Otago, New Zealand & Ithaca, New York—Millions of
people from around the world can now witness a rare
sight in real time: a Northern Royal Albatross pair
nesting and raising their chick. The live views originate
from a coastal albatross colony in Otago, on South
Island, New Zealand, and are made possible by a new
partnership between the country's Department of
Conservation (DOC) and the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology.
The Cornell Lab's Bird Cams website now carries the
popular Bird Cams website www.doc.govt.nz/nature/
native-animals/birds. Viewers will see a 21 year old
male bird (identified as OGK, with orange, green, and
black leg bands) and a 25 year old female (YRK, with
yellow, red, and black bands). YRK laid her egg on
November 14. Look for hatching to begin on the live
cam in late January and early February. Chicks usually
fledge in September and will remain at sea for several
years before returning to the breeding grounds.
By any measure, this is an impressive species. It is one
of the largest albatrosses in the world, with a wingspan
of nine feet. It is also designated as endangered on the
IUCN list and breeds only in New Zealand. The Bird
Cams website is visited by millions of viewers each year
and oﬀers an opportunity for people to learn more
about the Northern Royal Albatross—called Toroa in
the native Maori language.
The Cornell Lab upgraded DOC's Royal Cam so a
remote operator can now pan and zoom in on the
nesting site. This cam also has night vision, which does
not disturb the birds in any way.
New Zealand is home to a quarter of the world’s
population of seabirds.
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Donate Your Old Binoculars to SWNMAS

Help Us Introduce
Youngsters to
Birdwatching
We had our first classroom
activity with Ms Yvette Troy's 3rd
graders at José Barrios, and have outdoor
activities planned for the spring. We hope to expand
activities with other elementary school children; stay
tuned! We’ll be needing binoculars for this project and
would appreciate donations of any binoculars you no
longer use. You may bring them to any monthly
Audubon program. Our next program is February 5th.

Birds & Brews to Continue Quarterly
Due to the popularity of Birds and Brews, SWNMA has
decided to continue the gathering on a quarterly basis.
These will still be held on the last Thursday of the month
in the back room of the Little Toad Creek Brewery.
Tentative spring dates are Feb 27th and April 30th.
Though we will occasionally have speakers, we also see
the value in this gathering to get to know one another and
discuss various bird and conservation-related topics. If
you would like to request a "pop-up" event outside of the
scheduled dates, or have topics you would like to discuss,
please email Megan megan.ruehmann@gmail.com or
Susan sladeranch@gmail.com

Great Backyard Bird Count Feb 14–17
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a citizen
science project in ornithology. It is conducted annually in
mid February. The event is supported by the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society. During
this four-day event birdwatchers all around the world are
invited to count and report details of birds in the area in
which they live. It is a free, fun, and easy event that
engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to
create a real-time snapshot of bird populations.
Participants are asked to count birds for as little as 15
minutes (or as long as they wish) on one or more days of
the four-day event and report their sightings online
at birdcount.org. Anyone can take part in the GBBC, from
beginning bird watchers to experts, and you can
participate from your backyard, or anywhere in the world.
The 23rd annual GBBC will be held Friday, February 14,
through Monday, February 17, 2020. Please visit the
official website at birdcount.org for more information.
For questions and comments, please contact the
National Audubon Society or Cornell Laboratory of
Ornithology at : citizenscience@audubon.org or
gbbc@cornell.edu

Migrating Eagles Rack Up Huge
Data Roaming Charges
By Eva Frederick

Thirteen eagles migrating south from Russia and
Kazakhstan racked up hundreds of dollars of data
roaming charges this summer when their tracking tags
attempted to send SMS messages from out of range.
The eagles’ tags were designed to send four SMS
messages with GPS data each day from wherever they
were, so researchers could map their migration routes.
But when a few of the eagles took routes through
remote areas of Kazakhstan with no mobile towers
during their summer migration, the messages piled up
and then all sent at once as the birds arrived in Iran in
October. Message rates in Iran are more than three
times what they are in Kazakhstan, causing the birds to
blow through the entire year’s budget.
Scientists at the Russian Raptor Research and
Conservation Network began to use crowdfunding
platforms to pay oﬀ the bill, and were able to raise more
than $1000—enough to pay the fees and put some
toward future research. Several telephone companies
reached out to oﬀer free or reduced-price service for
the eagles, and in the end the researchers chose the
option with the best coverage in remote areas: a
special, lower cost data plan from the Russian
telephone company Megafon that will let the birds
migrate for cheap.

More Hope for the Cerulean Warbler
Earlier this year, there was encouraging news that the
dramatic declines of this iconic warbler had slowed.
Like the Black-capped Vireo, this bird too, has long
suﬀere d f rom the Brow n-he ade d Cow bird’s
troublesome tricks, as well as habitat destruction. Now,
their steadying numbers have resulted in this beautiful
bird moving from Vulnerable to Near Threatened
giving its admirers a more tangible cause for
celebration.
Yet although the
outlook has
improved, the
global population
of the Cerulean
W a r b l e r
Setophaga cerulea
continues to
d e cl i n e , a l b e i t
more slowly, so
we must keep a
watchful eye on
this flitting flash
of blue.
Birdlife International
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