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October 2nd Program ON-LINE! SWNM Audubon is now on Facebook! 
Enter @SouthwesternNMAudubon in the Facebook 
search box and click follow. This is managed by Megan 
Ruehmann, our Program Chair, but submissions by 
members are encouraged. If you would like to share a 
story, photo, sighting, or announcement please message 
the page directly. We 
hope this creates a 
fun way of sharing 
all things birds and 
conservation! 

Joint Picnic Cancelled 
The scheduled 2020 joint pot-luck picnic with the Gila 
Native Plant Society and SWNM Audubon Society is 
cancelled for safety reasons due to the Corona virus.

Birds and Brews Program 
To Continue On-line  

While we currently cannot 
gather for Birds and Brews 
Programs at the Little Toad 
Creek Brewery in downtown 
Silver City, we look forward to 
continuing the tradition with 
occasional virtual gatherings 

on Zoom and Facebook Live. SWNM Audubon 
members will receive email announcements for any 
upcoming events. Additionally, keep an eye on this 
website swnmaudubon.org and our Facebook page for 
announcements.  
  Birds & Brews brings birding friends together for 
informative programs and conversation. As always, 
discussion and questions are welcome.  
   If you have a program idea, please contact Megan at 
megan.ruehmann@gmail.com

Bryan Calk, Professional Bird Guide presents:  
Migratory Raptors of  
Southern New Mexico 

With about a dozen different species 
of raptors regularly occurring in 
southern New Mexico in winter, 
now is a great time to start brushing 
up on the field marks, habitat, range, 
and behaviors we use to find and 
identify each of them. While some of 
these birds are iconic and known 
even among non-birdwatchers, 
others are cryptic and elusive; only 
seen by those of us with the 
knowledge and patience to seek 
them out. This presentation is 

geared towards the beginner and intermediate level birders 
and will go over the basics of getting to know a little about 
each of the local members of this revered set of birds.  
 Bryan Calk grew up 
birding at Fort Clark 
Springs, Texas, and got his 
degree in Genetics at Texas 
A&M University. He has 
since worked for various 
environmental consulting 
companies as an in-
dependent contractor, and 
now is a professional birding 
and nature tour guide based 
out of Albuquerque. In his 
spare time, Bryan enjoys 
photography, f inding 
butterflies and reptiles, and gardening.  
   Please join us for this online program on Friday, Oct 2nd 
at 7pm either on Zoom or Facebook Live. SWNMA 
members will receive an email invitation to join the 
ZOOM program approximately a week in advance, which 
you will then RSVP to receive the link. The Facebook Live 
will be broadcast from the Southwestern NM Audubon 
Facebook Page: @SouthwesternNMAudubon

Coming Soon to Our Website!             
On swnmaudubon.org/Membership, you will soon find 
a  BUY NOW   button that will allow you to join, renew
your memberships, or make a donation with PayPal or 
credit cards.
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SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO 
AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Directors 2019 – 2021

PRESIDENT 
Open 

swnmaudubon.org 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Lisa Fields 

lafields@powerc.net 

SECRETARY 
Rachelle Bergmann 

rachbergmann@yahoo.com 

TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP 
Denise Smith 

denisesmith09@gmail.com 

AT–LARGE MEMBERS 
Vynce Bourne 

vynceb@gmail.com 

Susan Slade 
sladeranch@gmail.com 

CONSERVATION 
Lisa Fields 

Ken Sexton 

EDUCATION 
Open 

FIELD TRIPS 
Vynce Bourne 
vynceb@gmail.com 

PROGRAMS 
Megan Ruehmann 
megan.ruehmann@gmail.com 

PUBLICATIONS 
Patricia Taber 
ptaber@live.com 

RAVENS DISTRIBUTION 
Nancy Evey 

WEBMASTER 
Teri Matelson 
t@tmatelson.com 

GILA NATIVE PLANT 
SOCIETY LIAISON 
Don Graves 
wdgraves@frontier.com 

Audubon New Mexico 2020 
BIRDATHON REPORT 

In the spirit of community and getting outside, 
Audubon wanted anyone and everyone to embrace the 
joy of birding, regardless of birding skill or experience. 
This year, birders across the state were encouraged to 
put their talents to work while social distancing to see 
how many species they could see during the Global 
Big Day on Saturday, May 9th. 
 Throughout the day, Audubon NM staff and 
supporters collaboratively counted 212  species in the 
state and in 18 counties! An estimated 45 participants 
submitted over 85 checklists, spanning habitats across 
the state and starting as early as 3am and as late as 
8pm. Read more here: https://nm.audubon.org/news/
audubon-new-mexico-birdathon-2020-report  for 
participant stories and photos. 

Top Birdathoners Chrisopher Rustay & 
Ruth Burstrom (117 Species) 

“Lincoln County is an under-birded county with a lot 
of potential, and more importantly a lot of BLM and 
USFS land that had not been shut down. Working 
within the limits imposed by the state, we got out of 
bed around 2 am on Saturday, May 9, and left 
Albuquerque at 3 am. We were hoping for night birds 
and were rewarded with a Barn Owl flying over the 
road near Estancia as we headed towards the aptly 
named town of Corona.” 

2nd Top Birdathoner 
Megan Ruehmann (101 Species) 

Honors for counting the second highest number of 
species goes to Megan Ruehmann, who observed 101 
species, all in Grant County! Megan is one of our 
wonderful Audubon NM Board Members, as well as a 
Southwestern NM Audubon Board member, a trained 
wildlife biologist, and enthusiastic bird nerd. Her 
sixteen checklists started at 5:20am, and took her all 
around Silver City and the Gila National Forest. She 
found some great birds including a Western Screech 
Owl, Painted Redstart, and a Blue Grosbeak. 

Megan’s day began with a moon set and a  
raucous dawn chorus. 

One highlight of the Big Day was finding this bulky 
Plumbeous Vireo nest lined with spider webs.
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   ROLAND SHOOK 
Roland Shook left this earth 
on May 27, 2020 after a battle 
with pulmonary fibrosis. 
  He is survived by his wife 
Betsy of almost 43 years, four 
children, a sister and brother. 
  Born on January 5, 1945 in 
Aurora, Colorado, he valued 

learning and his long academic career included a 
bachelor's degree from Colorado State University 
and a PhD from Arizona State University. He 
loved science and nature and taught in the 
Natural Sciences department at Central 
Washington University, University of Maryland, 
Iowa Wesleyan College and Western New Mexico 
University (1992-2006). He was awarded Professor 
Emeritus at Western New Mexico University and 
remained active on the campus for the rest of 
his life.  
  He was widely known for the bird research he did 
on the Gila River and led Christmas Bird Counts. 
He served on the Board of Directors and President 
of Southwestern New Mexico Audubon Society 
and the NM Ornithological Society. Roland was 
President of Audubon from 2007 through 2011.

Students Reach New Heights 
From May to 
June, students 
f r o m A l d o 
Leopold Charter 
School (ALCS) 
and Cobre High 
School assisted 
S W N M A S t o 
s t u d y a n d 
monitor the Cliff 
Swallows nesting 
on the campus of 
Western Ne w 
M e x i c o 
U n i v e r s i t y 
(WNMU).  The 
s t u d e n t s a r e 
members of the 
NM Youth Con- 

 servation Corps  
      (YCC). The goal 
of this study was to determine how many young are 
produced when their nests are left undisturbed. 
 Cliff Swallows are colonial birds, meaning they 
congregate in large groups. They overwinter in South 
America, arriving in our region in early April to nest, 
then leave with their new families in early August.   
  Three years ago, SWNM Audubon launched a 
campaign titled “Wilderness Starts Here.” The 
campaigns focus is to raise awareness of the benefits 
of wild things that live right here near our homes, 
businesses, and institutions such as WNMU. Over 
400 young Cliff Swallows fledged from their campus 
nest sites in 2018 and 2019, and 2020 is likely to 
exceed those numbers. Carol Ann Fugagli, director 
of the study, said, “We are grateful for the 
cooperation of the University’s staff, which allowed 
us to put up nets and band some of the birds.” 
  “I’m excited to see if some of the birds we banded 
this year return to the same site next year,” exclaimed 
ALCS student Sylvia Myers. Another ALCS student, 
Molly Pendleton, stated, “This was the first time I 
had a chance to hold a live bird. They are much 
smaller and more delicate than I imagined!” 
  Javiel Garcia, a first-time YCC crew member from 
Cobre High School, said, “I can certainly say that I 
have a new appreciation for these birds after 
watching them for so many hours and days!” 
  SWNM Audubon welcomes volunteers to assist with 
swallow monitoring in future years. Please contact: 
cfugagli@gmail.com if interested. 

Carol Ann Fugagli

Molly Pendleton holding  
a Cliff Swallow.

Songbirds Tagged in Nicaragua for 
Monitoring by Motus Network 

With support from the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission (PGC), and in collaboration with its 
partners at the El Jaguar Reserve, ABC  recently 
financed and assisted in placing “nanotags,” small radio 
transmitters, on ten Wood Thrushes and ten Louisiana 
Waterthrushes in northern Nicaragua. Both songbirds 
nest in the United States and small portions of 
southern Canada but winter predominantly in Central 
America, southern Mexico, and, in the case of the 
waterthrush, the Caribbean as well.  
   El Jaguar is a private reserve set in cloud forest within 
the Nicaragua Highlands BirdScape. (BirdScapes are 
landscape-scale areas identified by ABC that provide 
habitat to help sustain or recover migratory bird 
species or populations.) There, the Motus station will 
capture signals from any appropriately radio-tagged 
bird passing or stopping nearby. The cumulative data 
gathered as tagged birds pass various Motus stations 
helps shed further light on migratory pathways, helping 
ABC and its partners design even more effective full-
life-cycle conservation actions.  

 American Bird Conservancy
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Thank You for Supporting SWNMAS! 
Give Grandly 2020 was a huge success for SWNM 
Audubon, as well as over 50 other non-profit 
organizations in the four-county area (Catron, Grant, 
Hidalgo and Luna). We doubled last year’s donations 
($605.25), bringing in over $1298.00 to support the 
programs and educational opportunities we provide. 
Over $211,000 
was gifted for 
the various local 
n o n - p r o fi t s 
a l t o g e t h e r 
during the event. 
  This year’s 
e v e n t w a s 
unique in that 
the Give Grandly Coalition, sponsored by Grant 
County Community Foundation, live-streamed a 
virtual event on May 9th since large gatherings were 
still prohibited by the COVID 19 pandemic. We 
created a video that was shown during the online fund 
raising.   
   We are thrilled and encouraged to have so many of 
our community members support our organization, 
and hope to be providing birding field trips, youth 
education and live programs soon.                Denise Smith

16th Annual Gila River Festival 
SAVE THE DATES: September 18 – 19, 2020. This 
year the Festival will be an online event for two days. 
Stay tuned for more info at www.gilariverfestival.org

Audubon en español 
www.audubon.org/es 

This website covers all of Audubon’s activities, pages 
on conservation, plants, binocular guide, and a North 
American Bird Guide with spanish names.

Keep Cats, Birds, and People  
Safe and Healthy 

Over the last 50 years, the United States and Canada 
have experienced a net loss of nearly 3 billion birds. To 
reverse this decline and save our birds, we need to take 
action to reduce human-caused threats. While many of 
us at ABC love our pet cats, outdoor cats are the single 
greatest direct source of human-caused mortality to 
birds in the United States and Canada. Keeping cats 
indoors – or safely contained outdoors – is a simple 
and easy way to protect cats and birds. Take action 
now to support responsible pet ownership  in your 
community, and ask your local officials for the passage 
of safe, common-sense ordinances that treat cats like 
w e t r e a t d o g s . S e e s w n m a u d u b o n . o r g / 
Conservation /Education for brochure Cats Indoors 
PDF                                   American Bird Conservancy

Photo: Siamese cat on leash, Sari ONeal, Shutterstock

    A Chance to WIN this Elli Sorensen Painting  
   of Cliff Swallows on the San Francisco River!

SWNM Audubon was honored with a generous gift of a 2' x 3' mixed media 
painting from artist Elli Sorensen to support our work. Cliff Swallows are 
shown building their nests along a segment of the San Francisco River that’s 
included in the “Dutch Salmon Wild & Scenic Rivers Act” proposed by 
Senator Heinrich and Congressman Udall. 

VALUED 

AT 
$3,000.

• Raffle start TBA   

• Virtual tickets are $7 apiece or 5 for $30.   

• Five additional prizes are a 1 year SWNMA 
membership or 1 year extension for current members.

Expect a notice soon when you will be able to  
buy tickets via PayPal at: 

swnmaudubon.org 
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