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OCTOBER 15th PROGRAM: Joint Meeting with Gila Native Plant Society

Restoration Efforts of Agaves in southwestern New Mexico
to Support Nectivorous Bat Populations
Join Bat Conservation
International’s Dan
Taylor for a program
describing restoration
efforts of Agave palmeri
and Agave parryi in
s outhwe ster n Ne w
Mexico to support
nectivorous bat
populations . This
subject will attract flora
Dan Taylor
and fauna lovers alike
and therefore, will be a joint program of the Gila Native
Plant Society and Southwestern New Mexico Audubon
Society.
From Bat Conservation International’s website:
“The status of pollinators in the U.S.-Mexico
borderlands has emerged as a critical conservation
issue because of their importance to agriculture,
biodiversity conservation, and ecosystem function.
Three species of nectar-feeding bats serve as primary
pollinators for important desert plants in Mexico and
the southwestern United States. Roost disturbance and
habitat loss led to the rapid decline of these bats.”
“Pollinator species such as the Mexican long-nosed
bat and the Lesser long-nosed bat rely on agave nectar
throughout their migratory range, and, as agave
blossoms at night, these plants rely heavily on these
nocturnal pollinators. By understanding this pollinator
partnership between nectar-feeding bats and wild
agave, we aim to restore agave that sustain the bat
populations that rely on them.”
“Populations of the Mexican long-nose bat
(Leptonycteris nivalis) decreased by 50% over the last
10 years. We will protect known roosts while
continuing to grow a range-wide restoration effort to
enhance foraging habitat in proximity to critical roost
sites.”

“Our research
agenda will
expand to identify
culturally and
environmentally
suitable sites for
agave restoration
and provide
direction to target
specific areas to
create resilient
nectar corridors
for migrator y
Lesser Long-Nosed Bat
movement s . To
Photo by Veronica Zamora-Gutierrez
a ddre ss the binational landscape scale of the operation, we will
develop diverse partnerships. These will help us
expand the capacity to grow and plant locally adapted
and sourced agave plants in the form of seed and
nursery material in areas of highest impact for bat
conservation.”
Visit www.batcon.org to learn more about bat
species and Bat Conservation International’s work.
Members will receive an email invitation with a link
to join the Zoom program about a week in advance.

Agave Parryi

ANNUAL
FRIDAY September 3rd
Join friends and meet new ones at
SWNMAS Annual Audubon meeting/
picnic.
Location is at the Gila NF Gomez
Peak Pavilion Group picnic site
(covered), located past the gate, up the
hill above the Gomez Peak trailhead
parking lot. Can be accessed from
Silver City by driving north on Little
Walnut Road from US Hwy 180 for
approximate 5 miles. Turn Left at Little
Walnut NF sign.
Agenda:
4 pm – gate will be opened for folks
to do some birding and visiting.
5 pm – Picnic! Due to Covid-19 and
variants this will not be a shared
potluck, please bring your own food,
drink, plates and utensils.
5:30 (approximate) A short Election
of officers to the SWNMAS Board
Social time continues until the gate is
closed at 7 pm.
Hope to see you there,
Friday, September 3rd!

SWNMAS By-laws Revision
It’s official! The proposed revision of the SWNMAS Bylaws has passed. On July 10, 2021 our members were
sent a vote request (by e-mail with a paper option)
along with the original and proposed documents and a
written synopsis of the changes. Twenty members
voted by the July 22nd deadline. All votes were “Yes.”
Organizational Structure Work Group

SWNMAS to Hold Elections
Every two years, in odd-numbered years elections are
held at the Annual Meeting. Positions are in
accordance with the revised by-laws.
Slate of officers to consider for elected positions:
President-vacant
Treasurer/Membership–Rachelle Bergmann
Secretary–Susan Slade
Nominees will also be accepted from the floor
Appointed Board Positions:
Programs, Field Trips–Megan Ruehmann,
Vynce Bourne
Education–Myoshi Renard
Conservation–pending
Communications–vacant
Publicity–vacant
Liaison, Gila Native Plant Society–Don Graves
Leaving the SWNMAS Board in 2021 are Lisa Fields
(current Vice President and Conservation), Denise Smith
(current Treasurer/Membership) and Patricia Taber,
(current newsletter editor). Patricia has dedicated 20 years
serving SWNMAS with her skill as a graphic artist,
creating a newsletter five times per year that receives
many compliments about its appearance and content.
Thank you, Patricia for your huge contribution of time
and talent! Fortunately, Patricia will serve as interim
newsletter editor until a new volunteer editor can be
found.
Nominating Committee

Gi ve
Gr andly
Results
Overall Give
Grandly had its
most successful
year yet because of
the generous donations to 58 Grant County nonprofits.
And for Southwestern New Mexico Audubon, it was
also record breaking.,
SWNMAS received a total of $2,826. Of that,
$2,326.00 came from 39 donors, which in turn
triggered $500 in matching funds from event sponsors
through the Grant Country Community Foundation.
Thank you all for your generous support. As we go
forward and can once again gather for meetings, field
trips, and educational events, your donations are very
much appreciated. We do exist because of your
support!
With gratitude, SWNMA Board of Directors

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife

Save the Date! Sept. 16–19

Critical Habitat Finalized for the
Western Yellow-Billed Cuckoo
17th Annual Gila River Festival
(Re)Connect with the River
Save the date for the 17th annual Gila River Festival
(Re)Connect with the Gila on September 16-19, 2021.
The festival examines our connection to nature with
philosopher Kathleen Dean Moore, entomologist
Doug Tallamy, author Sharman Apt Russell, poet
Michelle Otero and conservationist Michael Casaus.
Expert-guided field trips will also explore the variety
of connections and interrelationships reflected in the
Gila’s natural and cultural history.
Online registration opens August 1, 2021 at
www.gilariverfestival.org.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo.

Travis-Audubon

Agency: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior. Final rule.
Summary: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
designates critical habitat for the western distinct
population segment of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo
(Coccyzus americanus) under the Endangered Species
Act. In total, approximately 298,845 acres are now
being designated as critical habitat in Arizona,
California, Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico, Texas, and
Utah. This rule extends the Act’s protections to
critical habitat for this species.
Executive Summary: Scope of this rule. The
information presented in this final rule pertains only
to the western distinct population segment of the
Yellow-billed Cuckoo (western yellow-billed cuckoo)
(DPS-distinct population species). Any reference to
the ‘‘species’’ or to the western yellow-billed cuckoo
within this document only applies to the DPS and not
to the Yellow-billed Cuckoo as a whole unless
specifically expressed.
Species Information: The western Yellow-billed
Cuckoo is a migratory bird species, traveling between

its wintering grounds in Central and South America
and its breeding grounds in North America
(Continental United States and Mexico) each spring
and fall often using river corridors as travel routes.
Habitat conditions through most of the western
Yellow-billed Cuckoo’s range are often dynamic and
may change condition or location within or between
years depending on environmental conditions,
vegetation growth, tree regeneration, plant maturity,
stream dynamics, and sediment movement and
deposition. The species’ major food resources
(insects) are also similarly variable in abundance and
distribution. As a result, the western Yellow-billed
Cuckoo’s use of an area is tied to the area’s habitat
condition and food resources, which as stated, can
be variable between and within years. This
variability in resources may cause the western
Yellow-billed Cuckoo to move between areas in its
wintering or breeding grounds to take advantage of
habitat conditions and food availability. This rule is
effective May 21, 2021.
20798 Federal Register
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SWAG
Bookstore
Features
Bird Books
Volunteer Barbara
Stribling (left) shows a book
on bird eggs, next to Jason
Burke, (President of SWAG,
SouthWest Adolescent
Group), standing in front of
a section of labeled bird
books.

SouthWest Adolescent Group (SWAG), provides
opportunities for Grant County youth. They create
and make accessible programming that will serve to
improve the quality of life for the youth.
Located at 505 North Hudson Street, (across from
the Post Office) in Silver City the store accepts
donations and donates sales to youth groups
regardless of race, gender, spirituality, sexual
orientation, or economic status.
They have donated over $10,000 to local youth
groups as well as offering recreation, education, life
skills, counseling and more. Recently they rented an
additional building that will act as a Youth Center.
Check out the 22,000 books in the store, and see the
birds books featured on special display.
Thank you Barbara for setting up this great display
and to both you and Jason for letting us leave
SWNMAS information there. Here is hoping for
further collaboration. We will be posting our field trip
notices at the store and leaving The Ravens newsletter
for pickup.
Their hours are Monday through Saturday 10 to 5;
website www.silvercityswag.org and phone number
575-597-4815.
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