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Audubon EVENTS for MARCH~ 
STEWARDSHIP 

Saturday, March 19 
9am-1pm  

Join up with SWNMA friends 
to participate in the Silver 
City Watershed Keepers and 
Pick it Up: Toss No Mas 
cleanup efforts! Meet at the 
parking lot on the south side 

of Gough Park at 9am to 
receive gloves and bags. Our 

SWNMA group will focus our efforts on the Big 
Ditch and/or San Vicente areas, sprucing up the 
riparian areas just in time for our feathered friends 
to pass through on migration. Saturday, March 19th 
9am-1pm   

SAVE THE DATE:      APRIL 23, 2022 
Gila Earth Day & CDT Trail Days 
  

The Gila Earth Day celebration will return to Gough 
Park on Saturday, April 23, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
And this year the event is combined with Continental 
Divide Trail (CDT) Coalition’s Trail Days.  
  Gila Earth Day will include Found Object Art 
Contest for area students! Prizes will be awarded to 
the best elementary school, middle school, and high 
school submissions, decided by a panel of judges. 
Gila Earth Day will also feature a community-wide 
cleanup and the restoration and beautification of the 
Big Ditch Park, in collaboration with the Silver City 
Watershed Keepers and its partners: the Town of 
Silver City, Silver City MainStreet, Stream Dynamics, 
the Upper Gila Watershed Alliance (UGWA), and 
Lone Mountain Natives Nursery.

APRIL EVENT~Field Trip 

“Accessible Bird Outing” 
Sunday, April 24th ~ 9am 

A slow-paced outing to look and listen for birds! The 
location will be selected with those with limited 
mobility in mind.  
   Most of our breeding bird species will be back, 
busy establishing territories and singing away. We 
will be searching for birds and simply sitting, talking, 
and enjoying the outdoors.  

 UPCOMING ~ MAY 28th: 
Kids Bird Walk 

Mark your calendars for another Kids Bird Walk on 
the morning of Saturday, May 28th!  
  Details on all events will be emailed to members 
and can also be found on our Facebook page or 
website.  www.swnmaudubon.org

http://www.swnmaudubon.org


Results of Gila River CBC  
Held on January 3, 2022 

January 3rd dawned cold and bright, with 17 
participants out counting birds in the Gila River Valley. 
The frozen ground was much preferred to the mud later 
in the day. During the course of the day counters 
contributed 23.75 miles and 39 hours by foot, and 97.75 
miles and 8.5 hours by car.  
   This effort produced 105 species with a total count of 
3456 individual birds. 

Lake Roberts Field Trip 
Enjoyed By All 

The recent SWNM Audubon birding field trip to Lake 
Roberts and Bear Dam Lake was a resounding success. We 
attracted 35 participants, including one family with kids. 
The weather was great, the waterfowl diversity was decent 
and it seemed as if folks just glad to be out and about, 
catching up with old friends.   
   Highlights included two perching Bald Eagles, a Virginia 
Rail and the most spectacular view of a Cinnamon Teal, 
Northern Shoveler and Green-winged Teal, all drakes, all 
sunlit and all in one spotting scope view! Amazing! We 
had four spotting scopes on this trip as well, perfect for 
reaching out to waterfowl.

Isaac Saucedo gives daughter Lily a boost to view a  
Great Blue Heron through the spotting scope.

Don Graves photo

The weather wasn't the best but we persevered and  
still ended up with some slightly above average 
numbers. While species diversity was down this year 
compared to 2020 (106), sparrow numbers were up 
slightly after a dismal year in 2020. It will be interesting 
to see what happens in 2022 if we get another decent 
monsoon season.  
   Thank you to everyone who participated! 

John Gorey, Compiler 

 Route Counters: 26 
 Feeder Counters: 12 
 Total Species: 86 (Avg 78) 
 Total Individuals:  5775 (Avg 5200) 

10 Most abundant: 
1.       White-crowned Sparrow                              595 
2.       Western Bluebird                                           485 
3.       Pinyon Jay                                                        460 
4.       Brewer’s Blackbird                                         436 
5.       Chipping Sparrow                                         400 
6.       Dark-eyed Junco                                            356 
7.       House Finch                                                    350 

Results of Silver City CBC  
Held on December 18, 2021

8.       Mourning Dove                                              244 
9.       Gambel’s Quail                                                229 
10.    Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay                                  196 

Rare / Unusual Birds <10% of Counts 
1.       Broad-tailed Hummingbird            6th Record 
2.       Grasshopper Sparrow                      4th Record 
3.       Rivoli’s Hummingbird                      9th Record 
  
New High Counts: 
1.       Broad-tailed Hummingbird               3 
2.       White-throated Sparrow                    8  
             (5 was previous record 1991) 

   Gila River CBC Highlights were: 
2  Common Loons at Bill Evans Lk – a first for the count  
1  Bonaparte’s Gull, also a first for the count 
1  Lazuli Bunting, another first 
1  Dusky Flycatcher, an unusual find  
201  White-winged Doves beat the previous max. of 92 
24  Gila Woodpeckers with a previous maximum of 15 
118  Raven sp with a previous max of 109  
7  White-throated Sparrows was 2 more than the   
 previous maximum 
68  Juncos was the lowest number for the count ever–  
 the previous low number was 84 
6 Lawrence’s Goldfinches were seen but was not a 
record 
    Thank you to all who participated with the count! 

Linda Moore, Compiler



Cliff Swallows waiting to be fed.  Carol Ann Fugagli photo

  The season began slowly, with birds arriving later 
than the usual mid-April timeframe.   
   But when they finally did arrive the third week of 
May, they were laser focused on finding mud to build 
their nests and begin the breeding process.    
  Dedicated volunteers from Aldo Leopold High School 
eco-monitoring crew, Southwestern New Mexico 
Audubon Society, and from the community, once again 
monitored the Cliff Swallow nests on WNMU campus 
and other locations around Silver City. 
   Observations were recorded on data sheets once per 
week or more frequently as the individual’s time 
allowed. Students from Aldo Leopold middle school 
designed two Cliff Swallow sticker designs and were 
modified by high school students. These stickers are 
now available to anyone. 
   People who were new to bird monitoring now have 
one season under their belt and enjoyed the process of 
learning. First time volunteer Suzanne Gershenson 
commented at the end of the season “Volunteering 
with the Cliff Swallow Research Project during 2021 
was fun and meaningful. I had always enjoyed 
watching the swallows during walks through the 
University, but it was especially interesting to notice 
and record activities like nest building, new hatchlings 
and interactions with other swallows as well as other 
bird species. As a result, I felt much more connected to 
all the birds in my neighborhood and appreciative that 
WNMU supports this kind of research project.”.  
   The breeding season for Cliff Swallows in our area is 
generally from April 15 — August 15. This coincides 
beautifully when most students are away from WNMU 
campus for the summer months. Once the monsoon 
rains begin, it conveniently washes away any fecal 
matter on the sidewalks. 
   After the swallows complete their breeding, they fly 
to South America for the winter months. Wintering 
records are from Argentina, Paraguay, and possibly 
other countries as well. 
   Since long-distance migration is the most extreme 
and life-threatening action any animal does, we need 
to do everything we can to assist in a successful 
breeding season to prepare for unexpected events. 

   You May Volunteer! 
If you would like to volunteer with this project, please 
contact Carol Ann Fugagli at: cfugagli@gmail.com 
No experience necessary, just an inquisitive mind! 
   Special thanks to Rachelle Bergmann for keeping the 
electronic data organized.                    

 Carol Ann Fugagli 

Planning for the Unexpected 

Life is unpredictable. Whether you’re a human, a beetle, 
a shrew, or a bird, there are erratic occurrences that can 
drastically alter one’s life. In the scientific realm, these 
are called stochastic events and in the negative sense, 
they can occur when multiple stressors come together 
to create the perfect storm of disaster and die-offs. One 
such event occurred in the fall of 2020, when a cold 
front and extreme wildfires in the west pushed 
migratory birds to the brink and were killed by the 
hundreds of thousands and possibly upwards to one 
million individuals. The exact count will never be 
known. Stochastic events of this magnitude can have 
lasting repercussions for years or even decades for a 
species to recover if they ever do recover. It’s these 
extreme, unexpected events that we need to expect 
more frequently in days ahead with climate change.  But 
there is good news too, and the Cliff Swallows in our 
area is one example. 
  The 2021 breeding season for the Cliff Swallows on 
WNMU campus was an outstanding season, hitting 
record numbers of successful nests since monitoring 
began in 2017. 
  We had a whopping final count of 344 successful nests 
that fledged an approximate 688 total young. We 
estimate two birds fledge from each nest based on our 
observations and the most recent research. 

mailto:cfugagli@gmail.com


How to reach us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/
SouthwesternNMAudubon

Birdseed Feeder Project A Success 
Southwestern New Mexico Audubon was thrilled to 
participate in Silver City Museum’s annual Victorian 
Christmas party in December. Volunteers from the 
chapter provided children (and a few adults!) with 
the opportunity to make their own birdseed ornaments 
for feathered friends in their yards. Participants were 
given mini field guides showing the birds most likely to 
seen feasting on their ornaments: Mexican Jay, juniper 
titmouse, hairy woodpecker and more! 
  Interest in bird watching has boomed during the 
pandemic. This craft activity gave kids some resources 
to spot birds in their own backyards during the winter 
months.  
  Visitors to the Chapter’s booth also had the 
opportunity  to make holiday cards and ornaments  for 
residents at Millie’s Assisted Living. Those items, along 
with a suet bird feeder, were delivered to Millie’s and 
will be a great addition to their courtyard. 
    Stay tuned for more events coming up this spring! 
If you are interested in helping our chapter put on 
events for kids and families, reach out to 
swnmaudubon@gmail.com

New Mexico Bird Finding Guide 
Fourth Edition, Dec. 15, 2021 

By William H. Howe, editor 
Published by Outskirts Press 

The 4th Edition of New 
Mexico Bird Finding Guide 
is published and available 
to purchase from the New 
Mexico Ornithological 
Society website nmbirds.org 
Visit for link to purchase. 
   Completely updated with 
new content and detailed 
new maps. The book is 
available on amazon.com 

and also on the author website at Outskirts Press for 
10%  off. The primary authors are John Parmeter, 
Sandy Williams, and Bill Wittman. Bill Howe served 
as editor, Pat Mehlhop created the maps, Sandy 
Williams wrote the annotated checklist, and Nancy 
Hetrick developed the index and assisted with final 
edits. The book has full color photos by Dave 
Krueper at the start of each region and line drawings 
by Dale Zimmerman throughout. Many other people 
contributed to the chapters.  
   SWNM Audubon has a few remaining copies of the 
3rd Edition. Look for our table at Earth Day 
celebrations at Gough Park on April 23rd. Grab the 
older (but still great!) edition for only $3!

Thank You Friends of City of Rocks 
Over 30 people attended the Winter Bird Hike at 
City of Rocks State Park on Feb 12. The hike was 
sponsored by Friends of City of Rocks. With the 
group split in two, our excellent guides Karen 
Beckenbach and Bill Norris led walks on different 
routes. At least 18 bird species were observed plus a 
few other critters. Some observed birds were, a pair 
of Great Horned Owls, Cactus Wrens, Green-tailed 
Towhee, and sparrows— White-Crowned, Black-
throated and Vesper. 
   See our Facebook page to see or share experiences 
f r o m t h e h i k e : : h t t p s / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
SouthwesternNMAudubon 
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