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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS
SILVER CITY CBC—December 17, 2022.
If you would like to participate, or information and instruc-
tions contact John Gorey at johnpgorey@gmail.com
  There will be a Silver City potluck to follow count. 
Saturday, December 17 at the Rolling Stones Building, 
2045 Memory Lane. [At Route 180 4-way stop lights take 
Memory Lane. Building is on the right side of road before 
cemetery.] Doors will open at 4 PM for a social hour. We’ll 
begin serving at 5 PM followed by a presentation of survey 
results by each group.

GILA RIVER CBC – Weekend of December 31/
January1. Date to be decided by weather. Call for 
information and instructions BEFORE December 23. 
Contact Linda Moore at 575-535-2268
or  raptors.linda@yahoo.com

WINTER RAPTOR COUNT SURVEY–
January 14-16 (Martin Luther King weekend)
  Interested participants should get in touch with Linda 
by January 6.  575-535-2268 or 
raptors.linda@yahoo.com

Friday November 4, 6pm Zoom
Join us to hear about Audubon 

Southwest’s upcoming legislative work! 
Judy Calman is the New 
Mexico Policy Director 
for Audubon Southwest. 
She is responsible for 
A u d u b o n ’ s s t a t e 
legislative work in New 
Mexico, focusing on 
w a t e r , e n d a n g e r e d 
species, energy, and land 
u s e . B e f o r e j o i n i n g 
Audubon in 2019, Judy 
spent ten years as the Staff 
Attorney for the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance. 
  She will talk about the basic structure of the state 
legislative process, the upcoming session including bills 
Audubon is directly advocating for, and how you can get 
involved. 
   Please visit our website swnmaudubon.org for the 
Zoom link for this program.

Safe Journeys To Our Feathered Friends 
There’s a saying that you know a compromise has been 
reached when neither party is completely satisfied.  Five years 
ago, a group of concerned members from Southwestern New 
Mexico Audubon Society visited Dr. Shepard, the President of 
Western New Mexico University, (WNMU), voicing our 
concern over the rampant spraying down of Cliff Swallow 
nests. We agreed on a compromise that entailed the erection of 
nest building deterrents in highly traveled areas to keep 
walkways free of debris.   
   These obstacles were not completely successful in keeping 
the frequently traveled foot traffic areas clear from nest 
building, so maintenance staff were given instructions to spray 
down nests while they were being built to keep these areas 
clean.  You may have witnessed this yourself in early May 
when Cliff Swallows are building nests on the area on campus 
known as ‘the patio’ located by the gymnasium.  It breaks my 
heart see the birds in distress when their efforts are erased, and 

confusion abounds. However, in July, I’m filled with great joy 
when hundreds of successful nests have fledged and these 
young congregate in bushes while strengthening their new 
wings for their long journey to South America. In order to be 
clear regarding the law and the ‘take’ of nests, The Migratory 
Bird Act (MBTA) of 1918 does not protect the destruction of 
a bird nest if it doesn’t not contain eggs or birds inside. 
   During the 2022 breeding season, 247 nests were successful 
on the WNMU campus for an estimated 494 young birds 
fledged (we estimate two fledge from each nest). In 
comparison to 2021 counts of 344 nests with an estimated 
688 fledged. This is an approximate 100 less nests in 2022 
from 2021. One difference I noted in 2022 was that there 
were many more nests that carried three young as opposed to 
two in previous years. Without a reliable way to see inside the 
nest, getting an accurate count is difficult or impossible since 
only two nestlings can stick their head out at a time due to the 
narrow opening of the nest.    FRIENDS Continued on next page 
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2022 Mid-Year American Birding 
Association Checklist Update

5  Species Added to the ABA Area
The ABA Area  is defined in the organization’s bylaws 
and in the ABA Checklist. It includes the 49 continental 
United States, Hawaii, Canada, the French islands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, and adjacent waters to a distance of 
200 miles from land or half the distance to a neighboring 
country, whichever is less. Bermuda, and Greenland are 
not included.
Bat Falcon – The ABA Area’s first Bat Falcon, a species 
that is widespread in the Neotropics.
Red-masked Parakeet – The Red-masked Parakeet, 
indigenous to western South America.
Lilac-crowned Parrot — The Lilac-crowned Parrot, 
indigenous to western Mexico.
Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush - A Rufous-tailed Rock-
Thrush was discovered in June 2022 in Alaska.
Chihuahuan Meadowlark —  The checklist Committee 
split the Eastern Meadowlark into two species, including 
the newly christened Chihuahuan Meadowlark of the 
southwestern U.S. and northwestern Mexico. 
See the update on the ABA website:www.aba.org/2022-
mid-year-aba-checklist-update

by Greg Neise and Ted Floyd 8–9–22

Who’s On 
My Porch!?

Victorian Christmas:
Join chapter volunteers for 

wildlife crafts at the Silver City 
Museum’s Victorian Christmas, 

Saturday December 10 
from 11am-3pm. 

Stay tuned on social media 
and our email list for more 

Each fall many of us 
in southwestern New 
Mexico notice a chunky, 
eight-legged neighbor 
nestled in the eaves of 
our porches and carports. 
  She seems to have 
appeared overnight but 
in reality has been there
growing all summer, 
feasting on insects disoriented by porch lights.
   I’m referring to spiders in the genus Araneus, a type of 
orb-weaver. You may have heard her referred to as a jewel 
or cat-faced spider. She retreats during the day, curled into a 
ball in a safe corner, emerging at night to construct or repair 
her web. She is a predator of insects, though lizards and the 
occasional hummingbird may meet their demise in her 
web.
   She is large, much larger than her male counterparts and 
has reached full size by late fall with an abdomen plump as 
a raspberry. As the first freeze of winter approaches, she 
puts all her energy into laying an egg sac and quietly dies. 
As the spring winds arrive, keep an eye on her egg sac as it 
hatches into hundreds of little spiderlings, who will ride on 
strands of silk to porches miles away!             By Emily Pollom 

FRIENDS Continued fom previous page   
Every year brings something unique with the birds 
choosing to focus nesting in a different area. In 2021, we 
had only two successful nests on Rich Hall. In 2022, 39 
nests fledged from this area. Also new in 2022 was the 
first-time nesting on Light Hall where 70 nests fledged.   
   Over the past five years, numerous people have been 
involved with the monitoring of the nests, maintaining the 
electronic data, high school students monitored nests and 
created Cliff Swallow stickers (these are still available), 
and our community has been informed about the life cycle 
and habits of these beautiful birds. I believe we have a solid 
compromise between WNMU staff and bird appreciators, 
and thus monitoring of the swallow nests will be done 
every other year. I will guide volunteers through the 
monitoring process during even numbered years, and 
during the odd numbered years, I will be working with 
business owners and city employees to assist in giving 
advice that will help the swallows.  
   I’m grateful for the ongoing enthusiasm and support  

from Southwestern New Mexico Audubon members and 
our community. We can continue to assist the birds we love 
by individual actions of keeping cats indoors or in an 
enclosed area, protecting birds from window collisions, 
offering clean feeding stations, and planting beneficial 
native plants.                                         By Carol Ann Fugagli 
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the entry road. Shortly after you start the trail it becomes 
rockier, steeper and has more varied vegetation, including 
mountain mahogany, other shrubs and a variety of cacti.

 
      A hiker on the Jack's Peak trail on an uncharacteristically 
      rainy October day. 

  Along here, bird highlights could include Montezuma 
Quail, Rufous-crowned, Black-throated and Black-chinned 
Sparrows, Black-throated Gray Warblers and both species of 
titmouse. Many or most of the species that are more widely 
distributed in southwest 
New Mexico also occur. 

A Rufous-crowned Sparrow 
posed for me on a 9-Sep hike on 

the Jack's Peak trail. 

 
(my eBird checklist https://

ebird.org/checklist/
S118398278)

   After a little more than a mile, 
one enters a zone of pines and larger trees. Birds along 
here may include Grace’s Warbler and soaring Zone-tailed 
Hawks. As you get closer to Jack's Peak and Burro Peak, 
you should see Painted Redstarts, and might find Yellow-
eyed Junco, Olive Warbler or Northern Goshawk. 
   For those of you who use the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s 
eBird app (for phone and computer), a list of the 116 species 
sighted along the trail is at: https://ebird.org/hotspot/
L776902. With a donation from some visiting birders, 
SWNMA has donated a copy of the Howe (2022) bird 
finding guide to the Silver City Library. 
    May your ears be filled with bird song and your eyes with 
the endlessly varied tapestry of bird feathers. 
References: 

Howe, W.H. (editor). 2022. New Mexico Bird Finding 
Guide, 4th edn. Outskirts Press, Parker, Colorado 
(https://outskirtspress.com/bookstore ; about $50 
including shipping).

How lucky can one get? To live in a place where, by 
driving less than twenty miles, one arrives at a wonderland 
of rock and oak and juniper. 

A place inhabited by birds that people travel the globe to 
find. Within a mile from the Continental Divide (CDT) 
trailhead one can see the elusive and improbable 
Montezuma Quail, whose face is a black and white swirl of 
Mimbres pottery. Or the drabber (but restricted-range) 
Rufous-crowned Sparrow singing away from the top of a 
juniper. The Continental Divide Trail (CDT) trailhead is 
along Hwy 90, heading south from Silver City towards 
Lordsburg. The entry point is on the right, about 0.3 miles 
after milepost (MP) 22 (just beyond a brown sign for the 
CDT). Drive in another 0.3 mile through the sandy informal 
campground and look for a trailhead sign (on the right, 
partly obscured by two beautiful junipers). The trail heads 
north up towards Jack’s Peak, from there on to Burro Peak, 
and then down Deadman's Canyon, which ends at the 
Tyrone-Thompson road (four miles off Hwy 90 just past the 
mine tailings beyond the railway overpass – more on that, 
perhaps, in a future story). I will discuss only the first couple 
of miles, which make a very pleasant morning hike. In my 
experience, seeing others along the trail is a rarity. 
  These are the Burro Mountains, and they are, almost 
certainly, biologically unique. They differ in a multitude of 
ways from the much more famous Chiricahuas of Arizona, 
as well as the Peloncillos, which lie mostly south of I-10 
and just east of the Chiricahuas. The Burros are an 
important habitat corridor for mountain flora and fauna. 
Prominent among these are Buff-breasted Flycatcher and 
Yellow-eyed Junco. Although Deadman’s Canyon and 
Jack’s Peak itself (accessible by a very rough road) are 
described in the excellent guide to bird-finding in New 
Mexico (Howe 2022; see ordering instructions below), this 
CDT route from near MP 22 to Jack's Peak is not. 
   The flat area around the trailhead is sandy and dominated 
by oaks and junipers. Informal campsites are dotted around 

Hike Jack’s Peak in the Burro Mountains 
Account and photos by David McDonald

Looking south from the early part of the Jack's Peak/CDT trail.
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AVIAN FLU

Should I keep my feeders up?
Your guide to feeding birds amidst an avian 
flu outbreak

By Steven Prager, Audubon Outreach Biologist

As of April 26, 2022, no cases of avian flu have been 
reported in Arizona or New Mexico, and there is no 
need to remove your feeders at this time.

As part of the birding community, you’ve likely heard 
the news: an outbreak of avian flu has been spreading 
across North America since last fall, causing mass 
mortalities of domestic fowl and appearing in wild 
flocks in unprecedented numbers. Deaths are mostly 
restricted to domestic birds, waterfowl like ducks and 
geese, and birds that consume these animals like hawks, 
eagles, and vultures, the potential impact on other 
species remains uncertain. All told, more than 40 
species have confirmed infections across 31 states and 
nine Canadian provinces.
   While no cases have been confirmed in Arizona or 
New Mexico, the virus has been detected in 
neighboring states including Utah, Colorado, and 
Texas.

Some notes on the outbreak:
• In past outbreaks, avian influenza has posed little 

risk to common songbirds, but recent infections 
of corvids such as Blue Jays, American Crows, 
and Common Ravens concern researchers about 
the possibility of an even larger outbreak.

• Since the flu is most prevalent in domestic fowl, 
be especially cautious if you live near industrial 
poultry operations or keep/live near domestic 
fowl.

• USDA APHIS facilitates a surveillance program 
that regularly samples wild birds, including 
songbirds and other commonly encountered 
species such as Rock Pigeons and Mourning 
Doves.  So far this year, the program has detected 
avian flu in 857 wild birds, with fewer than ten 
detections in songbirds. You can learn more 
about the program here.

What to do if you see sick birds:
• Birds that show symptoms of avian flu often act 

disoriented, uncoordinated, and exhibit unusual 
head movements. If you notice dead birds or birds 
exhibiting these symptoms, you should contact your 
local wildlife agency for guidance.

House Finches enjoying Black Oil Sunflower seeds from 
a tube feeder. Photo: Jennifer Lint/Great Backyard Bird 
Count.

Proper feeder care:
• Even outside avian flu outbreaks, contagions like 

salmonella, avian conjunctivitis, mites, avian pox, 
and less fatal forms of the avian flu are always 
present in wild bird populations.  Proper feeder care 
is always critical.

• Best practices include cleaning your bird feeders and 
baths regularly, removing any fallen seed or debris 
from feeding areas, and reporting potentially sick 
individuals to your local wildlife agency.  Click 
here or a more in depth guide to feeder care.

• If you have strong concerns or cannot commit to 
regular feeder care, the safest decision is to remove 
your feeders for at least a few weeks.

Alternative feeding options:
• What would you say if we told you that Audubon 

can point you toward bird feeders that are self-
cleaning, self-filling, and cost less than your typical 
bird feeder? Well, those magical feeders do exist and 
they’re called native plants! Check out our Plants for 
Birds program to learn about how you can use your 
outdoor spaces to benefit birds and other wildlife 
while avoiding the dangers of disease-spreading 
feeders.

https://nm.audubon.org/news/dear-audubon-
southwest-should-i-keep-my-feeders
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