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THAILAND: TEMPLES & BIRDS 

Date: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd, 6pm
Where: Location details will be posted on our 

website, Facebook page and emailed to 
members.  SAVE THE DATE! 

Russ Kleinman and Karen Blisard planned to go to 
Thailand for a wonderful birding trip to celebrate our 
40th wedding anniversary, in 2020. Not such a great plan, 
but we were finally able to go in 2022.  The trip began in 
Bangkok. From the balcony of our hotel room, while 
waiting for our COVID test results, we identified four 
lifers. The trip, and the birds, just got better as we went 
along. We traveled extensively in the central portion of 
the country, including Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai 
National Parks, before flying north to Chiang Mai and 
Doi Inthanon National Park. Asian birdlife is truly 
remarkable; we saw partridges, pheasants walking down 
the road, laughing-thrushes, broadbills posing for 
pictures, and more. The mammals were not to be scoffed 
at, either. And in the background, incredibly decorated 

February 17– 20, 2023
    Connect to Birds, to Nature, and with Each Other
Bird populations are constantly changing. But no scientist 
or  team  of  scientists  could  possibly  track  the 
complicated patterns of movement of species around the 
world. That’s where citizen scientists can help!
  The  Great  Backyard  Bird  Count  (GBBC)  –  the  first 
online citizen-science project! – is a joint effort between 
the  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology,  National  Audubon 
Society,  and  Birds  Canada.  Information  from  GBBC, 
combined with other surveys, helps scientists learn how 
birds are affected by environmental  changes and better 
understand  global  bird  populations  before  one  of  their 
annual migrations.
  Information submitted  in  this  count  can provide  the 
first  sign that  individual  species  may be increasing or 
declining from year to year.  Data gathered over many 
years highlight how a species’ range may be expanding 
or  shrinking.  A big  change,  noted  consistently  over  a 
period  of  years,  is  an  indication  that  something  is 
happening in the environment that is affecting birds and 
should receive attention.
   Participating is easy, fun to do alone or with others, 
and can be done anywhere you find birds.
   Step 1: Decide where you will watch birds.
   Step 2: Watch birds for 15 minutes or more, at least     
once over the four days, February 17-20, 2023.
   Step 3: Identify all the birds you see or hear within 
your planned time/location and enter your sightings on 
eBird.
   To learn more about the count and how to participate, 
visit birdcount.org

Buddhist temples added even more color to the 
surroundings.
   Russ and Karen are long-time Silver City residents, 
retired physicians, and enthusiastic travelers.  We are 
currently working on a book with Kelly Allred, 
Bryophytes of New Mexico.  Karen still competes with 
her sheltie puppy in AKC Scentwork (our agility dogs 
are retired). Generally speaking, we have far too many 
hobbies.

http://birdcount.org/


Parasite Lends a  
Helping Hand in Winter

The word parasite tends to have negative connotations 
whether it be the tick that latches onto a hiker or the 
mistletoe weighing down the branches of a favorite local 
oak. Many folks view mistletoe as a nuisance at best and a 
tree-killer at worst. But it might be time to re-frame how 
we look at this plant as it provides winter bounty for New 
Mexico’s avifauna! 
  Mistletoe grows almost everywhere on earth, numbering 
over 1,000 species. Twelve of those call New Mexico 
home. These plants are hemiparasites, meaning that they 
parasitize other plants but can also make their own food. 
They siphon water and nutrients through a modified root 
called a haustorium that burrows into their host.  
  Mistletoes spread their seeds through two primary means. 
Some species build up water pressure in their fruits and 
shoot the seeds into the air with a ballistic explosion! 
Others are more reliant on birds. 
   With few plants fruiting in the winter and insect numbers 
low, many birds in New Mexico rely on the small white 
fruits produced by mistletoe as a food source. Phainopepla 
and bluebirds promptly scarf these fruits down and 
eventually deliver their seeds to new trees through their 
droppings. Phainopepla have specialized digestive tracts 
that help them process up to 1,100 fruits per day with the 
seeds spending as little as twelve minutes in their digestive 
tracts! Robins, cedar waxwings, and quail also love a 
mistletoe snack.  
  These complex plants have evolved in ingenious ways in 
mutually beneficial to birds. They play a strong role in  
human folklore, and may even help combat colon 
canceras new research has shown. So before you get the 
saw out for some intensive mistletoe removal, consider 
their role in the ecosystem that supports your favorite 
neighborhood birds. Mistletoe may just be the best 
parasite around!             Emily Pollom

              Phainopepla in mistletoe.     M. L. Watson photo

On November 4th, the Bayard Public Library hosted an 
SWNMAS presentation “Birds at your Library”. Several 
SWNMAS members spent time in the weeks before the 
talk observing birds at the new park next to the Library. 
Many members donated their time designing and helping 
at the program. We donated suet, seed and feeders to 
attract birds to the park where the librarians, Sonya and 
Jennie, are landscaping with native plants and having a 
water feature built. We showed pictures of the 10 most 
common winter birds expected to be seen, described their 
habits, and played their calls. After the talk we all went 
into the park to identify birds. Though it was a cold 
morning, it had actually snowed the night before, we 
were able to spot a few bird species including an ever 
present flock of House Sparrows who have adopted a 
tube feeder as their very own. Thank you to the Library 
for being great hosts, and for developing the park – a 
wonderful resource.                    Rachelle Bergmann                                         

Common Winter Birds at the 
Bayard Public Library

Our Chapter Work is Fueled by its Members 
Southwestern New Mexico Audubon does work in the 
following areas...

• Conservation: We advocate for protection of 
birds and their habitats by supporting local 
conservation priorities

• Field Trips and Events: We organize outings and 
get-togethers

• Education: We engage kids and adults in an 
assortment of learning opportunities

• Outreach: We combine efforts with like-minded 
local organizations for the greatest impact

• Habitat Improvement: We strive to make SW 
New Mexico a bird-friendly community

• Citizen Science: We collect data on the health of 
local birds through bird counts and monitoring 
projects.

We’re seeking helpers to join in this important work, 
in big and small ways!   
   Please watch your email inboxes in January for a 
super-brief member engagement survey. The survey 
will present options for each area above, including space 
to add your own ideas. A SWNMA Board member will 
follow up with you to discuss the options you select and 
ways you’d like to pitch in.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Myy8qO20o38&ab_channel=BBCEarth
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/mistletoe-the-evolution-of-a-christmas-tradition-10814188/#RG2JOH6WpQpfgWJi.99
https://wjso.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12957-021-02293-4
https://wjso.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12957-021-02293-4


CONSERVATION  IS  KEY 
Audubon envisions a world where people and 
wildlife thrive. To that end, the society and our 
chapter place conservation as a key pillar of our 
work. Thanks to the efforts of local members 

Andy Payne and Dave Becker, we present some of 
the key areas of conservation concern and challenge 
for the birds and wildlife specific to our region. We 
encourage SWNMA members to learn more about 
 and speak up on behalf of these issues. 

Tyrone Emma Expansion Project  
Will impact people, water, and wildlife habitat and does 
not meet industry best management practices.
In September, GRIP filed a protest with the Office of the 
State Engineer to block a water rights transfer needed 
by Freeport-McMoRan to construct and operate a new 
open pit at its Tyrone Mine.  Five other protests were 
filed by private landowners near the proposed Emma 
Expansion Project, which would be located 17 miles 
south of Silver City on Highway 90 directly south of 
Tyrone’s existing open pit operation and north of the 
Apache Mound subdivision. (See Map on link) 
 This mine expansion will cover approximately 337 
acres of disturbance, including construction of an open 
pit 550 to 600 feet deep which is 200 feet below ground 
water level. Freeport is now responding to agency and 
public comments. The draft water quality discharge 
permit has not been released yet, as NMED (New 
Mexico Environmental Department) continues to have 
questions about the groundwater modeling. This 
information comes from GRIP (Gila Resources 
Information Project). Keep current on the latest 
information about the Emma Pit mine expansion and 
receive suggestions for possible future comments or 
actions at GRIP’s website: https://gilaresources.info/wp/

Proposed Dolomite Mine in Florida Mountains 
American Magnesium has proposed a 40-acre dolomite 
mine in a pristine canyon on the northwest side of the 
Florida Mountains (southeast of Deming), an area enjoyed 
by birders and which is potential habitat for yellow-billed 
cuckoos and northern aplomado falcons. If constructed, the 
mine would operate for 30 years and involve 92 truck trips 
per day from the mine to a processing mill nearby. Friends 
of the Floridas, Gila Resources Information Project, and 
three other public interest organizations are challenging the 
Bureau of Land Management’s revised May 2021 approval 
of the mine in federal court. The parties spent nearly a year 
fighting over which documents the court will review to 
decide whether the approval violated the law, with a ruling 
resolving that dispute issued in September 2022. The 
parties will litigate the merits of plaintiffs claims in 2023, 
with a decision likely by the end of 2023. No mining is 
occurring while the lawsuit is ongoing. Updates are on the 
Friends of the Floridas’ Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/friendsofthefloridas.

Air Force Military Operation Areas (MOA) 
Modifications and Expansions 

Davis-Monthan Air Force Base near Tucson has proposed 
modifying its MOAs in southern Arizona and 
southwestern New Mexico to allow longer periods of use, 
low-altitude training (including low-altitude supersonic 
flights), and allowing the use of chaff and flares. Three of 
the MOAs overlap the Gila Wilderness or Chiricahua 
National Monument. 

 
The Air Force accepted preliminary scoping comments 
from the public in June 2022, and expects to issue a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (“DEIS”) in the Fall of 
2023. Because expanding these training areas and 
lowering flight levels would seriously impact birds and 
birders, SW NM Audubon will begin gathering 
information from local birders beginning in Spring of 
2023 about where they bird and what they see so that we 
can help submit detailed comments on the DEIS in late 
2023. More information about this data collection will be 
circulated in early 2023, and more information on the 
project is available at facebook.com/PeacefulGilaSkies 
and  https://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/.

How to reach us on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/
SouthwesternNMAudubon

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofthefloridas
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofthefloridas
http://www.facebook.com/SouthwesternNMAudubon
http://www.facebook.com/SouthwesternNMAudubon
http://facebook.com/PeacefulGilaSkies
https://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/
https://gilaresources.info/wp/
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON FERAL CATTLE 
REMOVAL IN GILA NATIONAL FOREST

Deadline, January 9, 2023
A large and growing herd of unowned and wild cattle 
have been living in and destroying critical wildlife 
habitat in the Gila Wilderness for decades.
  The Gila National Forest now has a plan to solve this 
ecological destruction and is accepting public comment 
on its plan to continue removing these feral cattle from 
the Gila National Forest.
   You can submit comments in three ways.
• Via this link: https://p2a.co/DcWqnzK (NM Wild 

action site)
• Via email to: comments-southwestern-

gila@usda.gov
• Via written comments: delivered in person or by mail 

to: Gila National Forest, Attn: Planning Program, 
3005 E. Camino del Bosque, Silver City, NM 88061. 
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday. 
Comments should include: Name, address, phone number, 
and organization represented, if any.  Title of the project 
“Gila Wilderness Livestock Removal” on which the 
comment is being submitted. Specific facts and supporting 
information for the responsible official to consider.

More discussion of the issue can be found at these 
links:  (news article)
https://www.scdailypress.com/2022/12/07/cattle-
removal-flood-response-energize-commissioners/ 

https://p2a.co/DcWqnzK   (NM Wild action site)
 Feral cattle in the Gila Wilderness overgraze native 
vegetation and destroy important riparian habitats of 
birds and wildlife in our region.

GOOD NEWS: The Gila Wild and Scenic River 
legislation has been reintroduced in Washington and 
will soon be moving through Congress!
  The map shows the extent of the area to be protected 
(with rivers and tributaries labeled with blue text and 
black arrows).

  Many will recognize areas already used for recreation 
or birding but that need to be protected. There are 
many ways we, as people concerned about wildlife, 
clean water, and natural habitats, can help get this  
critical bill passed. The New Mexico Wilderness 
Alliance — also known as New Mexico Wild — has 
many suggestions on their excellent website, Gila Wild 
& Scenic Action Center about exactly how to do that.  
Please visit them at the link below to learn specifically 
how easily you can help.
  We owe it to future generations of both people and 
wildlife to get this done!
https://www.nmwild.org/gila-wild-scenic-action-center/

Victorian Christmas  
A huge success! 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped out with 
Victorian Christmas December 10th at the Silver City 
Museum! It was a doozy! I only prepped 20 crafts based on 
last year's participation so we were scrambling.
    Highlights:

• Around 35 people made stained glass birds 
• Fifteen people (mostly families) signed up for more 

info
• Two people filled out membership forms 
• A Montessori Rep asked about coordinating 

education activities at the school
Great work everyone!      Emily Pollom

https://p2a.co/DcWqnzK
https://www.scdailypress.com/2022/12/07/cattle-removal-flood-response-energize-commissioners/
https://www.scdailypress.com/2022/12/07/cattle-removal-flood-response-energize-commissioners/
https://p2a.co/DcWqnzK
https://www.nmwild.org/gila-wild-scenic-action-center/
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